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STARLOG EXCLUSIVE

'BILL MUMY

"Lost in Space's” Will Robinson talks about life on and off
the "“Jupiter II" and his plans to rev her engines again.

or three years he was part of a family

marooned on several uncharted plan-

ets. Before that, he was a monster who
terrorized a small town, a boy who talked
with his deceased grandmother, and a child
who haunts his father in a closed amusement
park. At one time he flirted with Brigitte Bar-
dot, another time he was directed by Alfred
Hitchcock.

Bill Mumy had quite an amazing child-
hood. His playthings were movie sets, futur-
istic props, and witty robots. While ordinary
school children read Tom Sawyer, Mumy
was memorizing dialogue as he shot around
space in the Jupiter I1. The ship never made it
back to Earth, but if Bill Mumy has his way,
‘we haven’t heard the last of the Robinson
family, who may be coming home at last in a
proposed sequel to Lost in Space.

Mumy’s first television appearance was on
local TV in Los Angeles. The show was
Romper Room, and he liked the medium
enough to pursue other endeavors in TV. His
first network performance was on ABC’s
Riverboat, followed quickly by live appear-
ances on Red Skelton, Playhouse 90and Bob
Hope. His many filmed programs include
Have Gun— Will Travel, Ozzie & Harriet and
Ben Casey. Mumy also provided the voice of
Matty Mattel on Matty’s Funday Funnies in
the early sixties.

Mumy’s early TV work is best seen in re-
runs of The Twilight Zone and Alfred Hitch-
cock Presents. The first Zone he appeared in
was ‘‘Long Distance Call,” involving a de-
ceased grandmother’s attempts to lure a boy
into an early grave via a toy telephone. In
1963 Mumy appeared with Jack Klugman in
Rod Serling’s ““In Praise of Pip.”’ Pip was the
young spirit of a soldier seriously wounded in
Vietnam (an early reference to that war) who
returns to his father’s deserted carnival for a
mysterious reunion. Mumy has an inborn
aversion to amusement parks (‘‘I think I must
have died at one in a former life!”’) and the
filming of the episode was difficult, especially
when he was secluded in a house of mirrors.

Mumy’s most effective Zone was “It’s a
Good Life.”” As a six-year-old -telekinetic
named Anthony Fremont, Mumy removed
his small town to an unknown void, and used
his powers against those who displeased him.
At the climax of the drama, a birthday party
guest is transformed into a living jack-in-the-
box, as the other party-goers stifle their terror
and fear. Long-time friend Cloris Leachman
played his mother in that memorable episode.

Another standout performance is seen in
‘“‘Bang, You’re Dead!”’ from Alfred Hitch-
cock Presents. Future Lost in Space co-star
Marta Kristen has a cameo in this episode,
one of the few directed by Hitchcock himself.

By BILL COTTER & MIKE CLARK

Mumy remembers the Hollywood legend
cautioning him, ““If you do not stand still, lit-
tle boy, I will drive a nail through your foot
into the floor, and blood will gush from your
toes like milk!”> Mumy didn’t move.

At the age of 10, Mumy starred with James
Stewart in the feature Dear Brigitte (original
title— Erasimus with Freckles). Mumy played
a brainy boy whose only human-like trait was
his obsession with Brigitte Bardot, who made
a cameo appearance (‘‘I'm still waiting for
Dear Brigitte—Part 11"*). From the beginning
of his career, Mumy had a natural talent for
memorizing a script with only one reading. He
used this skill to prompt Stewart on his lines,

and played catch with the star during breaks.
After working in segments of The Mun-
sters, Bewitched and The Virginian in 1964,
Mumy was cast by Irwin Allen for the role of
Will in the TV pilot of Space Fumily Robin-
son. The original pilot, filmed in color, was
one hour long and covered the launch and
subsequent loss of the Gemini XII. The ac-
tion continued on an uncharted planet where
the Robinson’s dealt with survival on a day-
to-day basis. After the pilot was completed,
story editor Anthony Wilson felt the show
lacked something and provided two addition-
al characters: Col. Zachary Smith, an enemy
(continued on page 80)

Mumy as he appears today and as Will in “‘There Were Giants in Our Earth.”
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For as little as $33.00 you can reach over one million SF fans, comprising the

IaEg:st scnence-flctlon audience in the world.

For STARLOG #49—in our offices by May 8 th.
For STARLOG #50—in our office by June 10th.
$11.00 per line (limit: 45 characters per line)MINIMUM—
THREE LINES Punctuation symbols and spaces count

BASIC RATE:

as characters. Small Display ads:
(Camera-Ready ONLY!)

SPECIAL EFFECTS &
SCIENCE FICTION FILM PUBLICATIONS
Cinefantastique! Questar! Film Magic!
mrrmmmnum1.ooo

catalog with 48 BiG pages.
Send $1, refundable with first order.
BUDPLANT ¢ POBox 1886L, Grass Valley, CA 95945

NEW EYE STUDIO

P.O. Box 10193

Elmwood, Ct 06110

We are the best source for S.F. ltems & Fantasy
games. Send $1 for our fantastic and unique
catalog. We carry Trek, Star Wars and Alien.

GALACTIC ENTERPRISES—Huge assortment
from Star Wars, Trek, Bond and The Traveler. SF
sound tracks and video tapes, including new Flash
Gordon and ST-TMP. Send $1.00 to P.O. Box 4339,
Balt. MD 21223.

STAR WARS, TREK, GALACTICA PROPS, One
dollar + self-addressed stamped envelope to G.S.
1120 Ventura Blvd. Studio City, CA. 91604,

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER. Send us $1.00,
we'll send you current catalog & $2.00 worth of mer-
chandise. We have over 2000 SF/fantasy, Trek,
Galactica, Dr. Who, 1999, etc., items. T-K Graphics,
Dep&.3 “S”.-PO Box 1951, Baltimore, Maryland
21203.

BEST OF BRITISH: S/F, Fantasy, Dr Who Prisoner,
Horror, 1999, UFO, and much more, send $1 or 30p
UK for our catalo to, James, 17 Byford Close,
Stratford, London E15 4HP England

THE BEST IN THE GALAXY

Distributor of licensed products based on STAR WARS &
THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK! Stationary items. school
supplies. greetings cards, posters. jewelry. buttons. bulletin
boards. lunch kits. cake decorating kits, masks. lots more!

Write for catalog. S1.00 (refundable)

TKRP - Post Office Box 23114 - Lansing, MICHIGAN 48909
—

BATTLESTAR GALACTICA, hard to find props,
costumes, cubits, credits, blasters, dress medal-
lions. STARTREK working phasers, Send $1.00 to:
galp(t)gisnaguddy Brown, 288 Natick Ave., Warwick,

BEST IN SCIENCE FICTION AND HORROR World
Of Cinema 170 River Edge Ave. New Milford, NJ
07646 Open Mon-Sat 12-8 Retail & Wholesale-
Movie Material $1 for list.

| SEND 35¢ FOR OUR CATALOG OF POSTERS, BUTTONS,
BLUEPRINTS, T-SHIRTS, PATCHES, PROMOTIONAL ITEMS |
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

THANKS TO ALL OUR GOOD CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR
TREMENDOUS RESPONSE TO OUR NEW 16 PAGE ILLUS- <~
TRATED CATALOG. SEE WHAT YOU'VE BEEN MISSING!- / i

Intergalactic Trading Co., Inc.
733 Logan Drive
Longwood, FL 32750

SF & GLAMOR PHOTOS: Galactica, Jane
Seymour, C. Munro, Buttons/Stickers/more. Send
$1 for catalogo& sample photo. Silver Unicorn
g(;g_?;ncs- B 7000-822/Redondo Beach/CA

*STARWARS*EMPIRE*STARTREK*Posters, But-
tons, MORE-List for 25¢ STARPOST Ent., RR 1 Box
265 DeSoto,-IL 62924.

HEADLINE:

First line only—Word(s) of your choice (underline them)

will be printed in BOLD CA

CATEGORY:
PAYMENT:

$90.00 percolumninch MAIL TO:

PLEASE BESURETO IN DICATE THE CATEGORY YOU
WANT TO BE LISTED UNDER.

Cash, check or money order must accompany ad order.
(checks payable to STARLOG Magazine)

STARLOG Magazine, Classified 475 Park Avenue South

New York, N.Y. 10016

STAR WARS, TESB, ALIEN, BUCK ROGERS
BlackHole, BSG ST, Cardsets Posters, Glasses,

Mugs, etc! 35¢ For Llst SASE, Tom BE 7629 W. Nor-
ridge, H. Hts., IL. 60656.

SELLING: OLD SF MONSTER MAGS/COMICS $1
for list. SF Sale, 301 E. Vashon Ave., #8, Port
Angeles, WA 98362.

OVER 1,000 SCIENCE FICTION and Fantasy paper-
back titles, plus hundreds of magazines, hard-
covers, and games. Send $1, refundable with first
order. The Fantasy Catalog, PO Box 14752, Austin,
Texas 78761.

SELLING COMIC BOOKS, Disney, Hero and Sci-
Fi pulps, Sci-Fi and Monster mags., James Bond, T.V.
Avengers, T.V. Prisoner, “Star Trek”, T.V. Guides,
Playboys, Doc Savage, Items, Movie Pressbooks,
Posters, Lobby Cards, Photos, books, etc. 1900-1979,
?%gzogs 75¢ Rogofsky, Box SL 1102, Flushing, N.Y.

SCI FI, MONSTER & MOVIE MAGS, FANZINES, TV
Guides, Comics, Playboys, Gum Cards, 007 Etc.
Catalog 75¢ The Back Issue, 28 Orchard St.,
Rit':l'gef;eld Park, N.J. 07660. (Always buying &
selling).

TV-GUIDE-buy/sell SF/Adv. Send SASE for list. K.
gn;:z(e, 18564 E. Fieldbrook St., Rowland Hts., CA
1748.

FREE CATALOGS. Dr. Who; SF; D & D. send SASE to
SUNSHINE COMICS 6370 Bird Rd. S. Miami, Fl
33155. Miami fans visit our store open 7 days.

ORIGINAL MOVIE LOBBY POSTERS. PROMPT &
COURTEOUS SERVICE. Catalog $2.00. THE
MOVIES, 84 Roslyn Drive, New Britain, CT 06052.

HORRORI/SCI-FI FANS! Star Wars, Star Trek,
Monster and Alien masks for all occasions. For our
catalogue featuring over fifty quality masks; Send
25¢ to: ARG Novelty Co., P.O. Box 11248-SJ, Elkins
Park, PA 19117.

CLUBS &

ORGANIZATIONS

UFO REPORT $1.00; I-C-Mars, Box 1, GRP. 242,
R.R.2, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, R3C-2ES6.

BOLTFANCLUB,send$10to BOLT, Inc.,P.O. Box
10504, Baltimore, MD 21204, look for our larger ad
in a future issue.

BUY FROM US + $AVE!$$$ For the best in S.F.
equip.-props $1+ SASE to Starquest 920 Kline
suite 100, La Jolla, CA. 92037.

LEGAL ALIENS Get your Martian 1.D. Send $1.00
and SASE to ALIEN Inc. 5609 Dogwood Trl. Albu-
querque, NM 87109 Satisfaction guaranteed.

ATTENTION MODEL BUILDERS

Authentic blueprints of your favorite
spacecraft 22'x 34" drawn by a professional
designer — suitable for framing or scratch
building

LANDWALKER $9.98 X-WINB

$8.98 CHK. OR MO.+6%TX+52 HOLSHPG
Send S.AS.E. for brochure to

; ‘ i 1 LAEMMLE INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
| PO.BOX 480328

T LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90048

The most bizame kne of mass pro-

duced alien and honor masks
avaliable. For 16 page 1981 color
catalog send $200 to: Distortions
Unlimited ® P.O. Box 1806 ° Greeley,
CO 80632

WBHTMARE 4 (70

S v’ INTERGALACTIC PASSPORT WITH SHIP
E 000 W & WEAPONS REGISTRATION, inc. any/all
S Il permits (visas). Application 50¢ + 36¢
post. PASSPORT $6 + s/h. GALACTICA 6
sided PYRAMID CARDS $15, Metal CUBITS $3 ea, PATCH
$3 Orig. Patch $5, PINS gld or slvr $7pr, UNIFORM BRAID
Id + blk or slvr + blk $6/yd. CE3K MAYFLOWER PATCH
3, BUCK- DIRECTORATE PATCH $4, Card/Cubit Pouch
$3br, tan, or blk, CHARGE CARDS: Galactic Express, Cor-
elhan Express or Federation Express: custom 2 lines $5.
1 (Skywlker) litesaber 99% identical $150. CATALOG
$1.50. ADD 15% for ship. C W ENTERPRISES POB
9078-73, VAN NUYS, CA, 91409.

SCI FITOYS & SOUNDTRACKS
Multi-mode ray guns & blasters.
Robots of all kinds-remote control,
Bump-n-go, plastic, metal.

Valuable! Highly collectable!!

Send $1 for catalog to space debris *
319 W. 18 St., 1-E, NYC, NY 10011.

FINALLY!
SPECIAL EFFECTS SCAR KIT

Now you can create fantastic looking
scars,blood, and laser wound effects.
Professional quality make-up enough
to create dozens of wounds.

SEND $9.95 Complete with instructions

MAGIC MAKERS INC. 6349 US RT 60 East
Barboursville, WVA 25504

STAR WARS BUSINESS CARDS. Definite Collec-
tor’'s Item! Unavailable till now. Set of 12beautiful
cards containing principle people and places. $2
a set or 5 sets get a 10¢ discount! Prodal Hori-
zons. 20201 Stagg, Canoga Pk. CA 91306.

Strictly Big Screen Stuff! Recorded in
Super Dimensional stereo. Space-
1< <3094l ships, laser cannons and blaster
-SOUND EFFEC

battles, cosmic & solar storms, close
encounters, starship bridge, aliens
and robots and much more, all in
living stereo in your living room!
$7.98 for LP or cassette, or $15 for
open reel. Add $1 for shipping

JPM RECORDING STUDIOS

11745 E Washington Bl. Whittier CA 90606

own your own SPACE PET! hovers in mid-air
follows air currents in your home. Send $4.50 plus
$2.25 shipping + handling to: Space Pet P.O. Box
8364, Portland, ME. 04104.

MASKS AND MADE-TO-ORDER COSTUMES!
for details, send a long SASE to DL Studio, 925
elm St., Bucyrus OH 44820.

CERAMIC MUGS: Obi, Chewie, $12 ea.; R2, Darth,
$10 ea.; $2 P + H. Cards too! S&S, 1317
Delesseps, Sav, GA 31404.

STOP! DON’T BUILD your new AMT Enterprise
model until we show you how to MAX-llluminate
it! (Pulsing LEDs, much more!) Plans $4. Jean-
A‘;sttien Ent, D6, 649 Emerson Dr. Amherst, NY
14226.

STAR TREK TV GALILEO SHUTTLECRAFT For
Sale. Now Accepting Bids: Galileo, P.O. Box 1983,
Burbank, CA 91506.
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*STAR WARS*THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK*
Posters, Promo items, Posterbooks, Iron-ons,
Magazines, Program books, Buttons, Gum Card
gséZIList is 25¢—STARPOST, RR 1, DeSoto, IL

NOW! Sci-Fi collector's document of certifica-
tion! Suitable for framing! Personalized! $3,
JCAP Enterprises, Dept. SFC, Box 7863, Warwick,
R.l.02887.

HARDBACKS: S. Wars, Empire Strikes Back,
Black Hole, ALIEN, Close Encounters, others $10
ptpd. List 50¢ Star Tech, PO Box 53, Leavittsburg
Ohio 44430. :

EXPERIENCE STARSHIP COMMAND. Star Sightis
a unique NEW game of space conquest. Big 30”
x 34" board. Only $12.00 + $2P&H. Alliance Pub-
lishing Co. GT Box 32528 Atlanta GA. 30332.

U.S.S. GARACAL COMMAND CRUISER starship
blueprints (12shts)-$9.00 ppd. DEALER INQUIRIES
WELCOME. Send SASE or 18¢ stamp for info.
STARSTATION AURORA, POB 750, Holyoke, MA
01041.

i MOVIE STAR NEWS

Q9 ¢ COMEIN PERSON » MON-FRI 11-5 SAT 12-5 (Mail Order)

Y‘ Pin-Ups e Portraits ® Posters e Physique

" Poses ® Pressbooks e Western e Horror ®
Science Fiction ® 50 Years of Scenes From
Motion Pictures ® Musicals e Etc

* RUSH 50¢ for our Brochure!

212 East 14th Street, NYC, New York

SAVE GALACTICA WRT-IN Send Lg. SASE Nor-
man Edmundson 109 N Delaware Ave Belleville 1
62221 Not for profit.

BUSINESSES CLUBS—Wholesale prices on
quantity orders, trek star wars alactica props
SASE to 7845 Longdale Dr. L.G. Ca. 92045.

MOVIES & TAPES

NEW SUPER-8 SOUND TRAILER RELEASES
Flash Gordon, Star Trek-TMP, Battlestar Galac-
tica, Empire Strikes Back, more. Catalog/flyer
50¢. Louisville Entertainment Co., POB 6818
Louisville, Ky 40207.

SHATNER TREK Cassettes. Scripts, photos.
Send a SASE: STARTONE RECORDINGS-M 2765
W 5th St. Rm 19E Bklyn, NY 11224.

BUCK ROGERS FILM now available on video!
Also New: “Flash Gordon” and “Somewhere in
Time.” New in Super 8: “Empire #2” & “Clash of
Titans.” Low Prices, Fast Service. Catalogs: S8:
$1, Video: $2 (refundable) AMH Films, PO Box 164,
Willows, CA 95988.

SUPER SOUND EFFECTS—Reel or Cassette
(specify) of far out space sounds. Explosions,
Phasers Plus more. $9.95. Odyssey Sales, Dept.
SL, 59-57 Barker, Niagara Falls, ON.L2G-IV5.

PUBLICATIONS

ANTITHESIS, a total zine. Klingon/SF/Horror/Fan-
tasy from the aliens view point. 100 pgs. $5.50,687
E. Market St., Marietta, PA 17547.

CINEWONDER! Premiere issue. Dynamic 48 pg,
digest size, offset fanzine. Features on 2001,
DRESSED TO KILL, POPEYE & much more. Don't
miss it! Send $2 to Jack Brent, PO Box 6256,
Albany, N.Y. 12206.

PRINTS/SLIDES—F. Gordon, ESB, S. Wars, B.G,,
ALIEN, B. Rogers, Star Trek, Send 50¢ to DD
Raines, 694 Blueridge Dr., Pittsburgh, PA. 15239.

Neil Norman and his
Cosmic Orchestra

SCIENCE FICTION
THEMES s

Produced & Arranged by & /
Les Baxter & Neil Norman o LT osen aa

ALTERED
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psychedelic
Science Fiction
from

Ken Russell

GREATEST
SF HITS,
VOL. Il
“Star Wars/
Empire” Suite,
“Voyage To
Bottom Of Seq,”
“Twilight Zone,” "Time Tunnel,”

“Buck Rogers,” “Dr. Who,” “Dark Star,”
“Superman” (TV series), “Sinbad and The
Eye Of The Tiger,”. . . plus four MORE!
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The Void.” tising art—a visual feast.

“Star Wars,” YOUR SUBSCRIPTION entitles you to 12

. - “Wild Boys.” issues below cover cost, including: An an-

“Re-entry,” “Galactic Vortex,” “Phaser- nual, 100-page spectacular anniversary

Laser,” “Time Passes Much Too Slowly”. . . issue, PLUS, three special issues per year
and three other original compositions. with extra, bound-in surprises.
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Mumy

(continued from page 77)

agent trapped on board the ship (now re-
named the Jupiter II) and an environmental
control robot, whose purpose was to test hu-
man adaptability to the Robinson’s original
destination, Alpha Centauri. Smith was
scheduled to die after episode three, but Jon-
athan Harris made him so appealing a char-
acter that he was saved and thus changed the
course of the series.

Lost in Space ran three years on CBS, and
in reruns will probably run past 1997, the time
period of the series’ pilot.

Bill Mumy now resides in the Hollywood
Hills of Los Angeles, lead player and vocal
for Bill Mumy and the Igloos. Always re-
membered as Will Robinson, Mumy is at-
tempting to re-unite the original cast again for
one last adventure. Along with friends Paul
Gordon and Brian Greer, Mumy has written
the two-hour script, consulting with friend
and former co-star Mark Goddard. Mumy
recently took time out of his schedule to dis-
cuss his work on Lost in Space and the possi-
bilities of a new made-for-TV movie.

* * *
Starlog: When did you first notice the series
was starting to slide in your direction?
Bill Mumy: I think towards the end of the
first season. The ‘‘Smith-Will-Robot’’ syn-
drome started to become a reality and cement
itself into place. The first season I feel very
good about. After that, I can’t say that it was
a quality science-fiction show anymore.
SL: What were your favorite episodes?
BM: ““The Keeper’’ (a two-part episode with
Michael Rennie) was good. I like ‘“‘Return to
Earth,”’ too.

The “Invaders from the Fifth Dimension’’ plan to use Will's brain in episode eight.
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SL: What do you think were the worst epi-
sodes?

BM: I wish to apologize now for being affili-
ated with ““The Great Vegetable Rebellion.”
I’m a vegetarian, but I don’t want to see a big
carrot walking around. That’was a horrible
show, embarassing beyond all belief, but I
still love the series and it had its great
moments.

SL: Did you watch the show as it appeared on
Wednesday nights?

BM: Yes. Sat there with a bowl of Jiffy
Pop. . . switching back and forth to Batman.
SL: Like everybody else in the country. Do
you think Lost in Space was influenced by the
attitude of Barman.

BM: I guess it definitely had its influ-
ence—that whole camp trip. We were on the
same lot, and Lost in Space took up a lot of
room. The exterior of the Jupiter Il and inter-
ior of the upper deck were on one stage, the
lower deck on another. ¢

SL: Was there any critical feedback from Ir-
win Allen?

BM: Irwin sat apart in his building. People
used to storm off and talk to Irwin all the
time...I’'M GOING TO TALK TO IR-
WIN!” But Irwin didn’t interfere with us. He
was our guide and overseer. Irwin demanded
alot of respect and got it. . . deservedly so. Ir-
win was always just “Mr. Allen’’ to me—

“Hello, how are you, sir?”’ Irwin loved a.

good lurch scene. He was always there for all
the good special effects stuff.

SL: It’s well known that Guy Williams didn’t
like the direction Lost in Space took.

BM: Guy wasn’t given too much to do half
the time, which wasn’t the way he started on
the series, as the star of the show. The talking
carrots were also reasons why Guy wasn’t

happy.

PHOTOS: © 1964 20TH CENTURY-FOX

SL: Do you think he would agree to be in the
new version? We’ve heard that he’s now liv-
ing in South' America, and might not be
available.

BM: 1 don’t want to speculate too much, but
I’'m sure if a good dramatic role came along,
he’d be interested in doing it. I would assume
that. The man’s an actor and there are planes
that go to L.A. every day.

SL: Getting back to the first year, how did
they manage to produce a TV series with so
much of you in every episode? How was this
possible with school and the child labor laws?
BM: It was a pain, but it was also fun. You’d
go and shoot a scene and then immediately:
run to this trailer for 20 minutes of school.
Seventeen minutes didn’t count, it had to be

-20. So after every shot they would rush me off

to school and expect me to lock into an entire-
ly different head space and study geometry.
And suddenly the 20 minutes were up and it
was “OK, get Mumy in here!”’ I’d come run-
ning in there, save the Universe, and then go
back and fail geometry.

SL: The third season almost returned to some
of the good aspects of the first season.

BM: I really like the hint of what the third
season would be. I thought it was getting bet-
ter. . .much better than the second season.
When we left after the third season, there was
no doubt we were coming back. CBS picked
us up for a fourth season, but wanted to cut
our budget. Irwin refused and that was that.
SL: We hear that Irwin Allen had a script for
the final episode, where you return to Earth.
Dr. Smith is put on trial and found guilty, and
as punishment is sent out in space again. Is
that true?

BM: No, I never heard of that.

SL: What did you do after the end of Lost in
Space?

BM: 1did a picture for Disney, Rascal, a good
film that made a lot of money. I also did some
guest shots on TV shows like Lancer, Here
Come the Brides and things like that. Then
there were the Sunshine shows—I felt they
were a real quality television project. I did
Papillion in 1973, after Bless the Beasts and
the Children in 1971. When Bless the Beasts
was completed I had a band, Redwood, that I
believed was on the verge of doing something
good. It didn’t work out the way we planned.
SL: I imagine your musical plans must have
affected your acting career at the time.

BM: I did kind of stop acting for a couple of
years,and then I did Papillion, which was a
great disappointment to me. I spent three
months and ended up with about 20 minutes
on the screen and a shaved head. It wasn’t a
pleasant experience, although working with
Hoffman and McQueen was great.

SL: As far as your career today, we know
you’re still involved with music. However,
we’re quite interested in your latest project.
Who first came up with the idea of reviving
Lost in Space?

BM: Paul Gordon and I came up with the
concept about three years ago. People are
always coming on to me for Lost in Space
things. There’s an energy there that just
hasn’t dissipated. Everybody’s dofie sequels,
and to me Lost in Space was never resolved. I
mean, I care about those people and wanted




Left to right. Mark Goddard, June Lockhart, Guy Williams, Mumy, Angela Cartwright, Jonathan Harris, Marta Kristen and the Robo

to resolve it. I carry Will around inside of me.
He was a good influence and is definitely
there.

SL: Will was always so polite.

BM: Yeah, I liked that.

SL: How long have you been working on the
script?

BM: Several months now. It’s basically done,
and runs about two hours with commercials.
it’s a psychological drama in a science fiction
setting. It’s one probable reality of what
would happen to a family of eight people who
have been stranded on a very small planet
without any alien beings around them for
about 15 years. . . with no fuel.

SL: This doesn’t sound like a typical Lost in
Space outing.

BM: We’re not trying to write a show that’s
full of gimmicks. We’re trying to write a
drama. The thrust of this story is ‘“‘How did
they survive all those years on an isolated
planet?”’

SL: You mentioned that they were without
fuel. Do you think there’s a message in that
for America. . .surviving without fuel in an
alternative way.

BM: Sure. (laughter)

SL: Is the robot still in the show?

BM: The robot is there. We also have a new
character—Don and Judy have a son, little
Joshua West.

SL: We know you don’t want to reveal too
much of the plot, but do the Robinsons enter-
tain the idea of returning to Earth?

BM: Yes, they do.

SL: Will you be able to counteract the last two
season’s influence of Dr. Smith’s character?
BM: Yeah. He’s not the same man at all.
SL: Have you received any positive answers
from the other cast members?

BM: Yes. Besides Mark Goddard and myself,
I know Marta Kristen wants to do it. I think
Angela Cartwright would, although I haven’t
spoken with her about it yet, to get a definite

t.

yes. I’'m sure June Lockhardt would doiit. It’s
a definite study of these eight in-
dividuals. . .it’s not a lot of one person. It’s
very intricate parts for everybody. It’s good,
and everybody would want to do it from a
dramatic point of view.

SL: You said that Mark Goddard was also in-
volved in spearheading the project.
BM:Mark approached me with some ideas,
and turned it over to us. He’s definitely in-
volved on a production level. We’re hoping
Mark and I can produce it, but it’s too early
to say.

SL: How will Irwin Allen figure into this?
BM: I can’t imagine doing a new Lost in
Space, without Trwin. I think the show is
equally owned by Irwin and 20th Century
Fox. It’s a big, complicated thing, but that’s
what those studio people love to solve. . . big,
complicated things. I think everything will be
fine once they read the script. It’s most
definitely an achievable thing. *
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